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LE-HI-HO will hold its next general meeting and social hour on Sunday, 
March 23 at 2:00 p.m. in the Unitarian Church of the Lehigh Valley (two 
blocks south of the 1500 block of Broadway on Lechauweki Ave., Bethlehem-- 
Fountain Hill section). 

The film "Gay, Proud and Sober", which deals with gay alcoholics, will be 
featured along with speakers in several showings in Reading on April 19 
(3:00 and 8:00 p.m.) and April 20 (2;30 and 8:00 p.m.). Location is 26 North 
6th St., 3rd floor (above Book Mart), which is the AA Clubhouse. Everyone 
is invited, and a small donation is requested to cover rental costs. There 
is also a possibility that this highly regarded film may be obtained for a 
showing at our regular April 27 meeting. 

NOTES: Michael Cristofer's Pulitzer Prize winning drama and Broadway 
hit The Shadow Box is currently being presented by TheatrEast, with final 
performances on March 21 and 22 at the Arts Cooperative, 23 E. Broad St., 
Bethlehem. A gay male couple is prominently featured in this play, which 
received an excellent review in the Morning Call. *%**** The state of Penn- 
sylvania has just published a new folder and booklet for gay men on sexually 
transmitted diseases. The two publications were written by gay doctors and 
health professionals; we have a few copies and would be glad to pass them 
along to anyone interested. Samples will be available at the March meeting. 
*e*e*The legal case coming before the state Supreme Court in April which 
will either uphold or nullify the state "Sodomy" statute is still in need 
of financial funds. We urged readers last month to send any contributions 
directly to the Sexual Law Reporter (1735 Naudain St., Phil., Pa. 19146) 
or to LE-HI-HO (earmarked for this case). The response has been very poor. 
Won't you help realize one of the primary goals of the gay movement? The 
legalization of all adult consensual sexual relationships will be a major 
step forward in easing discrimination against gay people. 

FILM REVIEW: Translating the novel Cruising to the screen did not prove 
an easy task to director William Friedkin (Exorcist, Boys in the Band, French 
Connection). Al Pacino stars in this “sensational"™ film, notable primarily 
for its violence, portrayal of Greenwich Village's S & M world, and for the 
controversy and protest generated there and elsewhere while being filmed. 
The unfavorable impression one gets of the gay community, albeit the S&M 
crowd, obviates the disclaimer made before the film begins that the producers 
are aware that the lifestyle portrayed in the film is not necessarily typical 
of the entire homosexual community. 

In the film , Burns, an undercover cop (Pacino), must become a part of the 
gay world to discover new evidence about several gay murders. He begins to 
have difficulty with his own sexual identity and in the end commits a gay 
murder himself, supposedly because of his rejection of his own gay propen- 
sities. All of this could make a first-rate thriller, but the movie does 
not work on all levels; it is repetitive in using the S&M bar backdrop as 
a constant reminder of this “Bizarre, grizzly and depraved" world. Also, 
Burns' sexual identity dilemma is so sketchily and ineptly presented, his 
character so weak and superficial (in contrast to all other elements, which 


are so blatant), that one is never certain that he is indeed in the midst of 
a traumatic personal confrontation. As a result the viewer, at the end, is 
to conclude that Burns is guilty of the last murder, without any real evi- 
dence drawn from his character portrayal to make that assumption. 

Most critics and viewers have found the film repulsive; see it only if 
you're curious--otherwise save your money. -C.S. 


